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an artist or an archaeologist to determine from the muscular indications how 
the original design was executed. Such attempts, however, made upon 
anatomical considerations alone are not always successful, as, for instance, 
the reconstruction of the Aphrodite of Melos, suggested by Hasse himself 
in 1882. It were better also in the present attempts, if our author had 
made more careful use of archaeological literature. For the reconstruction 
of the Ilioneus, he brings forward no new material, and acknowledges his 
incapacity to determine it in the absence of the head. In restoring the 
Torso Belvidere, anatomical considerations determine the position as one 
of rest, but do not anbrd a basis for placing in the left hand of the Hera- 
kles the apple of the Hesperides. — P. Weizsacker in Woeh. f. Mass. Phil., 
1888, No. 51. 

Rodolfo Lanciani. Ancient Rome in the light of recent discoveries. 

With 100 illustrations. 8vo, pp. xxix-329. New York, 1888. 

All those who were privileged to listen to Comm. Lanciani's course of 
lectures on Rome, delivered in this country during the winter of 1886-87, 
will enjoy seeing them in book form in this elegant volume. It is divided 
into the following chapters : i. Renaissance of archaeological studies, n. 
Foundation and prehistoric life of Rome. in. Sanitary condition of ancient 
Rome. iv. Public places of resort, v. The Palace of the Caesars, vi. 
The House of the Vestals, vn. The public libraries of ancient and mediaeval 
Rome. nth. Police and fire department of ancient Rome. ix. The Tiber 
and the Claudian Harbor, x. The Campagna. xi. The disappearance of 
works of art, and their discovery in recent years. Under these headings the 
widest possible field is covered. In Rome's history, we pass from the time 
previous to its foundation, through all the various periods, to that of the 
present modernizations : we are also led, step by step, not only through all 
the sections and groups of important buildings of ancient Rome, but to 
the port of Ostia and over the Campagna. Certain subjects are dwelt upon 
at especial length, because illustrated by the more recent discoveries, as, 
for instance, the House of the Vestals, the police, the bronze statues, and 
the harbor of Ostia, the excavation of which Professor Lanciani is himself 
directing. 

There is no claim in this book to absolute novelty of material or of 
opinion : it professes to be simply a popular presentation of the latest 
results. As such it is extremely attractive from the easy style of the prose, 
the excellence of the illustrations, and the general typographical elegance. 
The greater part of the preface is devoted to an apology for the present 
condition of Rome, the rebuilding of the city and the consequent damage 
to monuments. It is no doubt true that much exaggeration has been shown 
in the attacks on the municipality and the government, and that a great 
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part of the harm done is a private account to be settled between the specu- 
lative building associations and private owners. In this part of his work 
and in the interesting chapter on the renaissance of archaeological study, 
the author, through a tendency to view the Italian Middle Ages through 
exclusively Roman glasses, not only falls into the injustice of stigmatizing 
the entire period previous to the Renaissance as one of " barbarism " 
whose " poverty and ignorance " " made the raising of new structures 
either difficult or impossible," thus ignoring even the share in an early 
Renaissance (of which Frederick II was the central figure) taken by the 
Roman school which we are accustomed to individualize under the name 
of the " Cosmati " — but he also is led into giving to the Tribune Cola di 
Renzo the title of the first archaeologist, a title to which our learned friend 
M. Muntz would probably not agree, as it does not accord with the mass 
of material which he has brought forward to prove a Renaissance in North 
Italy during the xiv century. But it would be hardly fair to seriously 
raise a question with the author regarding a period which he has not made 
his special study. Several corrections regarding the chapter on the Pre- 
historic life of Borne have recently appeared in the N. Y. Nation from the 
pen of Mr. Henry W. Haynes and others, especially in regard to the mis- 
take of attributing the earliest tombs to a period anterior to the use of iron, 
i. e., to the bronze age. Lanciani is quite right, according to the best evi- 
dence, in denying Middleton's assertion of the preexistence of an Etruscan 
city on the site of Rome, and in supporting its Alban origin, so completely 
proved by the recent discoveries in the archaic necropolis. In his chapter 
on the obscure question of the sanitary conditions of ancient Rome, he is 
obliged to resort to the vague hypotheses of the " purifying action of tel- 
luric fires, of sulphuric emanations, and of many kinds of healing mineral 
springs," in order to explain the better sanitary condition of the entire 
region in the earliest period of the city ; and he considers the change for 
the worse to be due to the extinction of volcanic life in Latium. Professor 
Lanciani might, however, on this subject have used the results of the recent 
interesting investigations of the well-known French archaeologist, M. Ren6 
de la Blanchere, 1 into the entire system of drainage of the region of the Cam- 
pagna in the neighborhood of Velletri and a great part of Latium, employed 
by the pre-Roman tribes to drain off the infiltrating waters from the high 
lakes into the sea. In Imperial Rome Professor Lanciani is thoroughly at 
home : no one knows it better in a practical way, through the experience of 
many years of personal work, and the picture he gives us of it is wonder- 
fully graphic and real. 

A. L. Frothingham, Jr. 

1 A brief summary of these investigations is given in the Journal of Archaeology, 
vol. iv, pp. 211-12. 



